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A welcoming place to grow community, friends, and yes, carrofs!
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www.root-riot.org   

Root-Riot Harambee is a group of local citizens who have organized to create community garden spaces on the west side of Chicago and Oak Park.  We have partnered with Youth Guidance and the students and faculty of Fredrick Douglas Academy High School to develop vacant lots on the west side of Chicago and Oak Park into vibrant community gardens and education centers for the surrounding communities; creating an oasis for healthy food in what is currently a “food desert”.  Working in partnership with Youth Guidance, we are seeking to provide work opportunities to teens and young adults at these locations.  
Youth-Guidance is a local 501(c)3 non-profit who will be coordinating a summer jobs/training program at our locations. Already well established in providing programming for local youth they are in the process of applying for grant money from Put Illinois to Work via Heartland Alliance and intend to use our community garden locations to employ and train between 4 and 10 young adults. (Possibly more if we are able to obtain use of a 3rd location)  
All of our locations are designed and promoted so as to be self-funded.   We have cultivated extensive community support with now more than 55 team members.   We are receiving the active support of many other community members including 29th Ward Alderman Deborah Graham, Cook County Commissioner Earlene Collins and US Congressman Danny K. Davis as well as the Public Works Department of Oak Park.
New Gardner Education
 Because we are encouraging people to try gardening for the first time and we are committed to them being successful, we are placing a strong emphasis on education.  Our team consists of many people with extensive gardening experience who are going to serve as “Gardening Coaches” and be available both on site and by phone to support people who are new to gardening.  We also plan on having numerous experts host workshops through both the summer and winter months.  Additionally we will be presenting a film series that will be open to the public to help them get educated on a range of subjects related to sustainability and local resilience.  
Summer Jobs
Work Opportunities Provided
We expect to be able to provide employment via Youth-Guidance for local 18-21 year olds on site at two and eventually 3 locations.  Work tasks and job education will include: 

· Basic and advanced urban agriculture
· Garden and Landscape maintenance
· Youth activities and programming 
· Community outreach / Marketing
· Site Development 
Training Opportunities Provided

Over the course of the summer we will be extensively training participants

· Basic and Advanced Urban Agriculture
· Garden and Landscape Maintenance
· Youth activities and programming 
· Community outreach 
· Entrepreneurial skills
· Basic Carpentry
· Marketing Skills
· Site Development 
Current Root Riot Locations (See Attached site Plans)
 500 N. Waller, Chicago Harambee!  

838 West Madison in Oak Park
Planned  Locations
5654 W. Ohio (Directly North of the School)
What We Do

· Bring generations together

· Educate

· Create a welcoming  and respectful spaces for people to learn 
· Connect people to  resources

· Mentor new gardeners (young and old alike)

· Help people start their own community gardens

· Raise food consciousness
· Promote safer streets by encouraging human connections
· Encourage community self-reliance

· Continue to Learn and Share
Our Principles
· Nurturing Community

· Local Resilience 

· Cultivating an ever growing network of communities

· Everyone has a place at the table

· The cultivation of healthy food is accessible to anyone.  

· Life is local, always has been 

· Draw diverse groups of people together for a common purpose. 

· Cause people to think in new ways and across generations
· Sustainability is important no matter who you are

· Local food is a local priority everywhere  
More About Youth Guidance
Youth Guidance creates and implements school-based programs that enable at-risk children to overcome obstacles, focus on their education and, ultimately, to succeed in school and in life. Youth Guidance is one of Chicago’s oldest and most established social service agencies dedicated to providing academic and youth-development programs to at-risk, Chicago public school students. For more than 82 years, we have empowered some of Chicago’s most under-served children to succeed in life through a variety of programs and services designed to nurture academic, social and emotional growth. In 1969, Youth Guidance became a veritable presence in the Chicago public school system as well as a leader in the social service sector when it established permanent offices with full-time staff inside city schools. Since 1990, Youth Guidance has worked with Chicago Public Schools to bring about system-wide change through the widely-respected Comer School Development Program. Our school-based outposts assist students and their families to overcome the challenges associated with inner-city life by providing immediate access to academic tutoring, life skills training, case management, individual and group counseling, creative arts programs, health services and education, college preparation, and career development support.
About Root Riot
Root Riot is an open organization dedicated to creating opportunities for people to learn and discover the joys of growing their own food.  We are a continually expanding network of community gardens and education resources that raise the “food consciousness” of our local communities and the public at large.  Recognizing the impact of the economic and environmental changes that are underway, we work in partnership with local businesses and experts to create hands on opportunities for people to grow their own food in their own communities.  Our hope is that by doing so we deepen people’s sense of belonging in their community and strengthen the resilience of our society as a whole.   

We place our greatest emphasis on community education and social connection.  We bring people together across generations, economics, and ethnicity to work together creates something new.   We apply the best practices of community organization and business development to get the job done and teach others how to get the job done. 

With two locations as our starting point, we are building growing network of urban gardens as a conduit for sharing, learning, teaching and communication.   
Resources Requests

While all of our locations are designed and marketed to be financially self sustaining we are requesting support in obtaining additional resources as it will allow us to support the development of additional self-sustaining community gardens across our community. 
· Tree Mulch (organic weed control)

· Gravel for leveling the (Waller location)

· A garden hose tap for the fire hydrant at the corner of Race and Waller 

· 300 feet of 6 ft wide landscape fabric 
· Rodent/ Pest  Control
· Various seeds of any kind

· Vegetable seedlings of any kind

· Garden tools 

· Wheel barrels

· Garden hoses
· A skid of untreated 8 foot 2x4 lumber  (need approximately 10 boards per bed)
· 10 lbs of 3.5 inch coated deck screws


Harambee Team

	Name
	Address
	Phone
	Email

	Allen Van Note
	5720 W. Ohio
	708-785-6035
	avannote@gmail.com

	Amy Beltemacchi
	262 S. Scoville OP
	(847) 812-6958
	beltemacchi@gmail.com

	Angela Preston
	ABC Bank
	773-854-2900 x 125
	apreston@abcbank.net

	Anne Nelson
	5914 W. Midway Park
	 
	anne@firerose.com

	Beth Scanlan
	5720 W. Ohio
	708-785-6035
	scanlan5720@gmail.com

	Betty Robinson 
	1121 N. Menard
	773-698-4127
	 

	Bob Weaver
	5925 W. Race
	312-320-5254
	rebgaith@yahoo.com

	Brandon Johnson
	 
	708-278-1200
	brandonjjohn@gmail.com

	Carl Broadwater
	5825 W. Midway Park
	773-626-5889
	carlbroadwater@va.gov

	Carolyn Yoder
	5895 W. Midway Park
	 
	davidioder@sbcglobal.net 

	Carry Bittenger
	Youth Guidance at Douglas
	651-278-7834
	cninneman@youth-guidance.org

	Catherine Jones
	5540 W. Ohio
	773-444-8543
	catherinekata@yahoo.com

	Cory Bills
	5945 W. Race
	312-402-6336
	corybills69@yahoo.com

	Dave Doig
	5904 W. Race
	773-379-6709
	djdoig@aol.com

	Dean Nickerson
	5804 W. Midway Park
	773-261-9342/773-447-9554
	dean_nickerson@hotmail.com

	DeAndre Robinson
	5919 W. Race
	773-474-8930
	d17beats@hotmail.com

	Deborah Kadin
	 
	708-386-4898
	d.kadin@att.net

	Donna Kanapes
	5909 W. Midway Park
	773-261-3931/773-791-0393
	dkanapes@yahoo.com

	Glen Means
	5947 W. Race
	773-416-5347
	glmeans@comcast.net

	Helen Lewis
	5725 W. Midway Park
	708-805-0271
	 

	Ileana Gomez
	945 Ontario St.
	225-773-0386
	stillgomez@yahoo.com

	Ivory Hudson
	773-378-0918
	773-379-1448
	ivorycampbell@yahoo.com 

	Julie Samuels
	25 E. Washington
	312-863-6256
	jsamuels@openlands.org

	Karen Clapp
	5845 W. Ohio
	773-261-0699
	buckclapp@sbcglobal.net 

	Karen Fricke
	5845 W. Ohio
	 
	karenjoyfricke@gmail.com

	Kathy Mannweiler
	5903 W. Race
	773-261-1208
	kathymann54@gmail.com

	Kathy Woods
	630 N. Humphrey. OP
	708-848-5953
	kwochicago@yahoo.com 

	Kim Anderson
	5800 W. Ohio
	 
	kanderson@illinoislawforyou.com

	Louise Boner
	518 N. Mayfield 
	312-330-6246
	luv3bonners@gmail.com

	Maggie Hein
	5902 W. Midway Park #1
	708-829-8564
	maymidway@earthlink.net

	Mamie Andry
	5716 W. Midway Park
	773-287-1296
	mamieandry@aol.com

	Marigold Goetz
	Douglas Art Teacher
	708-256-9268
	marigoldanne@gmail.com

	Marlene Vick
	5720 W. Midway Park
	312-259-5050
	marleneyvick@yahoo.com

	Mary Margaret Bartley
	5917 W. Race
	 
	mary.margaret@mandmproductiondesign.com

	Michael Poe
	5809 W. Midway Park
	773-626-5230
	poemichael@sbcglobal.net

	Mike Mannweiler
	5903 W. Race
	773-261-1208
	kathymann54@gmail.com

	Rebecca Gaither
	5925 W. Race
	773-626-0253
	rebgaith@yahoo.com

	Richard Alton
	166 N. Humphrey
	773-344-7172
	richard.alton@gmail.com

	Robert Starks
	Austin Town Hall
	 
	Robert.starks@chicagoparkdistrict.com

	Robin Sheerer 
	 
	 
	careerenterprises@gmail.com

	Sabrina Robinson
	5919 W. Race
	773-865-3866
	srobinson61@yahoo.com

	Sally Stovall
	166 N Humphrey Ave Unit 1N - OP
	 
	sallystovall@sbcglobal.net

	Sandra Reid
	429 S. Taylor
	708-358-0017
	preandmore@megsinet.net

	Seamus Ford
	5845 W. Race
	312-213-7824
	seamus.ford@gmail.com

	Shannon Peterson
	336 S Kenilworth Avenue OP
	312-802-9888
	shannon@sorentwo.com

	Sheila Means
	5947 W. Race
	773-981-5947
	sheila.means@tellabs.com

	Sheree Blakemore
	Youth Guidance at Douglas
	312-404-3180
	sblakemore@youth-guidance.org

	Steve Vick
	5720 W. Midway Park
	773-401-2704
	svick@associationhouse.org

	Stewart Clarke
	5917 W. Race
	773-473-0888
	smclarke_cpa@ameritech.net

	Theora Humphrey
	5515 W. Race
	773-474-6635
	theorahumphrey@yahoo.com

	Tierra Clark
	5671 W. Washington
	773-287-9833
	 

	Tracey Wik
	5845 W. Race
	312-636-4900
	tracey.wik@comcast.net

	Zach Nauth
	945 Ontario St.
	708-445-1628
	laborboy@sbcglobal.net

	Zeinab Abubaker
	543 N. Waller
	 
	ZMAbubaker@cps.edu


Current Root Riot Locations
 500 N. Waller, Chicago Harambee!
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838 West Madison in Oak Park
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Planned Media Coverage: 

Chicago Tribune, Austin Weekly, Oak Leaves, Wednesday Journal, ABC7, CBS2, NPR, WCPT
Contact Details

For more information or details please contact: 

Root Riot
Seamus Ford

seamus@root-riot.com
312-213-7824

Youth Guidance

Sheree Blakemore

 312-404-3180

sblakemore@youth-guidance.org
Carry Bittenger

 651-278-7834

cninneman@youth-guidance.org
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Root-Riot: Harambee Gardens
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Initial phase

e Connects Harambee Garden South to the plaza space

west of North Waller Ave

e Reaches accross W Race Ave and connects to Douglass

Academy just to the North.

¢ Bed placement defines the common community area.
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Grow out plans for Waller + Root
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Second phase extends the gardens to the south and
west adding on approximatly 24 additional beds.
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Third phase extends the gardens to the south and west

adding on approximatly 24 additional beds.
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